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On November 18, 2017, a crew member on a Clipper Ventures yacht sailing in the Southern Ocean was 
swept overboard, became separated from the boat despite having been tethered, was recovered on 
board, and unfortunately could not be resuscitated.  The initial Clipper report is available here:  
https://www.clipperroundtheworld.com/news/article/fatality-statement-simon-speirs--cv30.  An 
informational video interview including comments from Clipper is available here:  
https://www.facebook.com/sailorgirlHQ/videos/1596230007087424/  
 
Practical Sailor reported December 27, 2017 on updated testing of safety tethers carried out in response 
to this safety tether hook failure.  The Practical Sailor article noted two potential failure modes at 
relatively low loads – “nose hooking” and side loading.  The Practical Sailor article is available here:  
https://www.practical-sailor.com/blog/Tether-Clip-Update-12345-1.html  
 
The UK MAIB issued a related safety bulletin in January 2018, highlighting that hooks on safety tethers 
are subject to failures at relatively low loads when side loaded, despite complying with the ISO 12401 
standard which is referenced in the World Sailing Offshore Special Regulations.  A full MAIB investigative 
report is expected at some time in the future.  The MAIB safety bulletin is available here:  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a535cfe40f0b648c72358ff/SB1 2018.pdf  
 
As a best practice, it is critical that jacklines and fixed attachment points be configured so that safety 
tether hooks cannot be side-loaded by jamming or levering against a cleat or other hardware.  
Additional best practices and potential changes to equipment specifications may become evident when 
further information is available.   
 
This bulletin calls the attention of the offshore sailing community in Canada to this information, and 
urges training providers and event organizers to disseminate this information, and sailors to:  

 consider safety tethers as part of a complete system of equipment and practices that help 
ensure sailors stay on-board their boats,  

 review their own equipment and practices, and  

 monitor and assess new information as it becomes available.   
 
Sail Canada’s Offshore Group is online at https://www.sailing.ca/offshore-s15701  


